Speech Language Pathology and Audiology
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Nature of the
Profession

Speech-language pathologists
assess and treat patients with
speech, language, voice, and
fluency disorders. Audiologists
assess and treat those with hearing
and related disorders. Speech-
language pathologists work with
people who cannot make speech
sounds, or cannot make them
clearly; those with speech rhythm
and fluency problems, such as
stuttering; people with speech
quality problems, such as
inappropriate pitch or harsh voice;
and those with problems

AptitUdes understanding and producing
¢ Ability to learn the principles and practices of language. They may also work with
. people who have oral motor
audiology and speech pathology problems that cause eating and
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* Ability to keep accurate records, direct projects, and and related problems. They use
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devices to measure the loudness at

e Ability to hear well and speak clearly which a person begins to hear
* Patience and an interest in helping people sounds, the ability to distinguish
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the nature and extent of their

Education hearing loss. Most speech-
The minimum educational requirement is a four-year language pathologists and
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An applicant for a license to practice audiology and may work with physicians, social
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